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January 2012
Dear WABA Endorser, 
Re: Invitation for Nomination to WABA Steering Committee 2013-2015 
WABA will be holding its next election for four Steering Committee (SC) positions to take office from 1 January 2013 until 31 December 2015. As a WABA endorser, you are invited to nominate persons to serve on the WABA Steering Committee. Please read the following information on the election procedure carefully before filling out the nomination on-line form (https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHoybVlna2FmOVhjbTAtMTcySDVOR3c6MQ ).  This invite will be sent by mail to endorsers who do not have access to internet. 
1. Background information on Steering Committee and term of office:

a) The current WABA Steering Committee (SC) consists of six elected members, one appointed member and the WABA Executive Director. Elections are held every three years for three positions to the SC, ie. one half of the SC will retire every three years. The Steering Committee will elect from amongst itself, a chairperson and up to two co-chairs to serve for three years until the next election. 
b) The three SC members who will stay on for the following term are: Felicity Savage (Europe) and Audrey Naylor (Global).  Arun Gupta (Asia Pacific) who has completed one 3-year term has opted not to renew for the 2nd  3-year term due to other work commitments. The three SC members who will complete their two 3-year terms are: Marta Trejos (Latin America), Lourdes Fidalgo (Africa) and Miriam Labbok (North America). 

c) Twelve months before the term ends, nominations for the vacant SC positions will be invited from all WABA endorsers for the consideration of the WABA General Assembly who will elect by majority vote.

2. Nomination Procedure:

WABA Endorsers will have about three months to submit their nominations which MUST  reach the WABA Secretariat by 23 April 2012. You can make up to four nominations for the vacant positions. These positions are for the representatives from Africa, Asia Pacific, Latin America and North America.
Applications must meet the following requirements:

a) Four or more endorsers (individuals or organisations) must support a nomination through the on-line nomination forms. Please tick in the box for the region you are  nominating.  Nomination forms can be filled on-line or sent to WABA by mail.  Please note : Faxed or emailed nominations are not accepted.
b) The nominee must fulfill the criteria established for Steering Committee members:

i) be a mobiliser, networker and communicator;

ii) have roots in various geographical regions and an international perspective;

iii) be a key player in institutions and willing to provide support to WABA;

iv) have a range of leadership skills and understanding of issues; and

v) be an endorser of WABA.
c) The position on the SC are represented geographically as follows:

i) Africa   
ii) Asia-Pacific 
iii) Europe  
iv) North America 
v) Latin America 
vi) Global/open  
This election is for the positions vacant for the following regions:
i) Asia Pacific (currently held by Arun Gupta)
ii) Africa  (currently held by Lourdes Fidalgo)
iii) Latin America  (currently held by Marta Trejos)
iv) North America  (currently held by Miriam Labbok)
d) For the regional positions, the nominee must be a legal resident in that region and currently working for an organisation based in that region.

e) The nominee must submit a one-page personal signed statement (about 500 words) together with the nomination stating why s/he thinks that s/he will make a good Steering Committee member with reference to the above stated criteria. A biodata (no more than two A-4 pages) is to be attached.

f) Nominations will close on Monday, 23 April 2012 at 12.00 noon Malaysian time.   
g) We request a contribution of US$50.00 made out to “World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action Berhad” to help cover the processing fee for the electoral process.  This can be sent via Paypal (www.waba.org.my) or by mail to World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action Berhad, P.O. Box 1200, 10850 Penang, Malaysia or to our street address at No. 7 Persiaran Mas, 11600 Penang, Malaysia.   If this is impossible for you for any reason, please let us know and we will try to waive it.
3. Voting by the WABA General Assembly (GA):

a) The nomination list and supporting documents will be sent to the WABA General Assembly by 30 April 2012 who will have about 1.5 months to review all applications and vote on-line for the four best candidates.

b) Voting (on-line/mail) will close on Friday, 15 June 2012 at 12.00 noon Malaysian time.
c) The Secretariat will tabulate the results in the presence of both an auditor and a solicitor by the third week of June 2012. The Secretariat will announce the results to the successful nominee and to WABA Endorsers by the last week of June 2012.

4. New Steering Committee (SC):

The newly appointed SC members will begin their responsibilities on 1 January 2013.

Thank you for participating in the 2012 WABA Election.

Yours sincerely
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Sarah Amin
Executive Director
